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IN OUR STUDIES oF BASIC BIBLE DOCTRINES, WE ARE TURNING NOW TO THE THIRD MEMBER OF THE
GODHEAD, WE HAVE SPOKEN OF THE FATHER, WE HAVE SPOKEN OF THE SON, AND NOW WE COME TO
SPEAK OF THE HoLY SPIRIT. IT MAY BE TRUE THAT WE ARE SKIPPING A LESSON WHICH SHOULD BE DiS-
CUSSED DEALING WITH THE PERSON OF THE HoLY SPIRIT, ESTABLISHING THAT HE IS IN REALITY A PER-
SONALITY, A MEMBER OF THE TRINITY. BUT RATHER THAN SPEND A LESSON WITH THIS, | AM GOING TO
ASSUME THAT 1T 1S ACCEPTED IN THIS PARTICULAR AUDIENCE, AT LEAST, AND SEEING NO PARTICULAR
NEED TO DISCUSS THE SUBJECT WE ARE GOING THEN TO MOVE TO THE WORK OF THE HoLY SPIRIT. THERE
ARE TWO AREAS IN WHICH THE SPIRIT IS WORKING, ONE OF THESE AREAS IS REFERRED TO AS JUSTIFI-
CATION, OR THAT WRICH THE SPIRIT DOES IN CONVERTING THE ALIEN SINNER. THE OTHER IS REFERRED
TO AS SANCTIFICATION, OR THAT WHICH THE SPIRIT DOES IN PERFECTING THE CHILD OF Gon. NOW THE
ONE THAT WE SHALL DISCUSS TONIGHT, THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT IN JUSTIFICATION, IS NOT CONTROVER-
SIAL SO FAR AS OUR BROTHERHOOD 1S CONCERNED., WE SHALL NOT BE SO FORTUNATE WITH THE ONE WE
SHALL DISCUSS NEXT LLORD'S DAY EVENING DEALING WITH THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT IN SANCTIFICATION,
A PART UF: WHICH WILL BE A DISCUSSION OF THE METHOD BY WHICH THE SPIRIT DWELLS OR LIVES IN
THE CHILD OF GoD, BUT TONIGHT, AS WE L.LOOK AT THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT IN JUSTIFICATION WE
WANT FIRST OF ALL TO SAY THAT THERE IS A BASIC AREA OF AGREEMENT AMONG ALL RELIGIOUS PEO-
PLE, THAT IS THE FACT THAT THE SPIRIT DOES HAVE A WORK IN JUSTIFICATION. NOW WHAT THAT
WORK 1S AND PARTICULARLY HOW THE SPIRIT PERFORMS THAT WORK HAS, | SUPPOSE, EVER BEEN AND
IS TONIGHT A RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY., THE.QUESTION IN WHICH WE MUST BE MOST INTERESTED IS
NOT SIMPLY DOES HE WORK, BUT HOW DOES HE WORK? FAILURE TO UNDERSTAND THE METHOD OF THE
WORKING OF THE SPIRIT HAS CAUSED NO LITTLE RELIGIOUS CONFUSEION IN THE WORLD. IN FACT, MOST
RELIGIOUS ERROR THAT I'S PROMINENT IN THE WORLD TODAY CAN BE TRACED, | THINK, TO A MISUNDER—-
STANDING OF THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT IN JUSTIFICATION, PARTICULARLY IN BELIEVING THERE IS SUCH
A THING AS A LATTER DAY REVELATION, AND SO BEFORE WE ANSWER THE QUESTION, "HOW DOES THE
SPIRIT WORKT" PERHAPS THERE IS A QUESTION THAT SHOULD BE ASKED PRIOR. AND THAT QUESTION
1S SIMPLY THIS, "HOWw CAN THE SPIRIT WORK?" ToO THE QUESTION, "HOW CAN THE SPIRIT WORK?T"
THERE ARE ONLY TWO POSSIBLE ANSWERS. THERE ARE ONLY TWO POSSIBLE WAYS IN WHICH THE HoLy
SPIRIT CAN WORK IN ACHIEVING JUSTIFICATION OR IN SAVING THE SINNER, THE FIRST OF THESE WAYS
IS REFERRED TO AS THE IMMEDIATE OR THE DIRECT OPERATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, MEANING WITH~-
OUT ANY MEDIATION OR WITHOUT ANY INSTRUMENT BETWEEN THE SPIRIT OF GOD AND THE SPIRIT OF
MAN, THE HoLy SPIRIT OPERATES DIRECTLY UPON THE SPIRIT OF THE INDIVIDUAL ., IT 1S DIRECT, IT
IS MECHANICAL, IT IS AN IMMEDIATE INFLUENGE, AND IN THIS OPERATION THE HOLY SPIRIT COMPLETE-
LY DOMINATES, THE HOLY SPIRIT TAKES POSSESSION OF , THE WILL AND THE FEELINGS OF THE INDi-
VIDUAL UPON WHOM HE OPERATES SO THAT IN REALITY THE INDIVIDUAL IS SO COMPLETELY DOMINATEDR
THAT €T IS NO LONGER HE, BUT RABHER THE SPIRIT WHICH 1S THE MOVER IN THE SITUATION, Now THERE
IS NO DISAGREEING WITH THE FACT THAT THE SPIRIT HAS IN SOME AREAS OF HIS WORK, WORKED IMME-
DIATELY UPON INDIVIDUALS. JESUS SAID IT WOULD BE SO, IN MARK 13:11 WE READ, "BUT WHEN THEY
SHALL LEAD YOU, AND DELIVER YOU UP, TAKE NO THOUGHT BEFOREHAND WHAT YE SHALL SPEAK, NEITHER
DO YE PREMEDITATE; BUT WHATSOEVER SHALL BE GIVEN YOU IN THAT HOUR, THAT SPEAK YE. EOR IT IS

NOT YE THAT SPEAK, BUT THE HolLyY GHOST." Now HERE 1S AN IMMEDIATE, HERE IS A DIRECT OPERATION
OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD UPON AN INDIVIDUAL, SO MUCH SO THAT THE SPIRIT HAS TAKEN CHARGE AND SO
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MUCH SO THAT THAT WHICH IS SAID IS ATTRIBUTED NOT TO THE INDIVIDUAL., BUT IS ATTRIBUTED DIRECTLY
TO THE SPIRIT OF GoD. THE SAME THING IS TRUE IN ACTS 2:4 WHERE WE READ, "AND THEY WERE ALL
FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST, AND BEGAN TO SPEAK WITH OTHER TONGUES, AS THE SPIRIT GAVE THEM
UTTEBANCE." HERE AGAIN IS THE SPIRIT OF GOD SO COMPLETELY DOMINATING THE PERSONALITY OF THE
INDIVIDUAL THAT IT IS THE SPIRIT WHICH IS DOING THE SPEAKING.

THE SECOND WAY BY WHICH THE SPIRIT WORKS IS THE MEDIATE WAY. THE FIRST IS THE IMMEDIATE
OR DIRECT OPERATION, AND SECOND IS THE MEDIATE, OR INDIRECT, WHICH SIMPLY SAYS THAT THE SPIRIT
USES SOME INSTRUMENT THROUGH WHICH OR BY WHICH HE OPERATES UPON THE INDIVIDUAL WHOM HE WISHES
TO INFLUENCE. [T MAY BE DEFINED AS "A RATIONAL, MORAL INFLUENCE EXERTED BY IDEAS IMPRESSED
UPON THE MIND BY TEACHING AND WORDS THAT REPRESENT IDEAS."” NOW THE SPIRIT HAS ALSO USED
THIS METHOD, WHILE HE USED THE IMMEDIATE METHOD ON THE APOSTLES ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST
SO THAT THEY SPAKE AS THE SPIRIT GAVE THEM UTTERANCE, HE USED THE MEDIATE METHOD UPON THE
HEARERS OF THE DISCIPLES AND INFLUENCED THEM THROUGH THE IDEAS THAT THE APOSTLES PROCLAIMED
AS THEY PROCLAIMED THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST.

Now THERE ARE TWO WAYS IN WHICH THIS MEDIATE INFLUENCE OR INDIRECT INFLUENCE CAN BE EX-—
ERCISED. ONE OF THEM IS BY PHYSICAL POWER, AND THE OTHER IS BY MORAL PERSUASION. Now WHICH
OF THESE DOES THE SPIRIT USE IN HIS MEDIATE, OR INDIRECT OPERATION UPON THE SPIRIT OF MAN, 1]
THINK NECESSARILY WE CAN CONCLUDE THAT THE SPIRIT MUST USE MORAL PERSUASION, FOR WHILE | MAY
APPLY A PHYSICAL FORCE TO YOUR BODY, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO APPLY A PHYSICAL FORCE TO YOUR
SOUL. OR TO YOUR SPIRIT. THAT IS AN IMPOSSIBILITY. | CANNOT COERCE THE SPIRIT BY .A PHYSICAL
FORCE, THE ONLY INFLUENCE THAT THE SPIRIT OF MAN CAN BRING TO BEAR OR MAKE TO OPERATE UPON
THE SPIRIT OF ANOTHER MAN IS THE ARGUMENTS THAT HE MAY PRESENT BY WHICH HE HOPES TO PERSUADE
THE INDIVIDUAL TO ACT IN A CERTAIN WAY. AND SO AS ALL OF THE MORAL PERSUASION THAT THE SPIRIT
OF MAN CAN BRING TO BEAR UPON THE ‘BRIRIT OF ANOTHER MAN IS IN THE ARGUMENTS, THE WORDS, THE
IDEAS THAT HE PRESENTS, SO THE SPIRIT OF GOD, WHEN IT SEEKS TO OPERATE IN A MEDIATE CAPACITY
UPON THE SPIRIT OF MAN, MUST DO SO BY THE IDEAS, OR THE ARGUMENTS, OR THE WORDS THAT ARE PRE-
SENTED. IN ESSENCE, WHAT WE ARE SAYING IS THAT IN THE MATTER OF CONVERSION THE ONLY WAY THAT
THE SPIRIT OPERATES UPON THE INDIVIDUAL IS INDIRECTLY OR MEDIATELY THROUGH THE WORD OF Gob,
OR THROUGH THE PREACHED OR THE PROCLAIMED WORD., WE ARE STATING THAT ALL OF THE CONVERTING
POWER OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD 1S TO BE FOUND IN THE| WORD OF GOD, AND THAT BEYOND THE WORD OF
Gop. THE HoLY SPIRIT DOES NOT EXERCISE ANY INFLUENCE IN CONVERTING. IN SHORT, IF A MAN iS
GOING TO BE CONVERTED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, HE MUST BE CONVERTED BY THE WORD OF GOD. WHAT
THEN ABOUT THE PASSAGES WHICH WE HAVE READ WHICH SHOW THE SPIRIT OPERATING DIRECTLY, SUCH
AS THE APOSTLES SPEAKING WITH OTHER TONGUES AS THE SPIRIT GAVE THEM UTTERANCE, SO THAT WHEN
THEY SPAKE IT WAS NOT THEY, BUT THE HoLY SPIRIT, WHAT OF THESE PASSAGES? TO READ THEM VERY
CAREFULLY YOU WILL SEE THAT THEY DO NOT APPLY TO CONVERSION, THE INDIVIDUALS BY WHOM THIS
WAS BEING DONE WERE MEN WHO HAD ALREADY BEEN CONVERTED., THERE IS ONE EXCEPTION TO THIS
(CoRNELIUS) AND WE SHALL NOTE IT IN THE COURSE OF THE LLESSON,

NOTE WHAT WE HAVE SAID: THE SPIRIT OPERATES INDIRECTLY, THE SPIRIT OPERATES THROUGH
THE WORD, AND IN CONVERSION ALL OF THE INFLUENCE OF THE SPIRIT IS EXERTED THROUGH THE WORD.
THE QUESTION IS, WILL THE SCRIPTURE SUSTAIN THIS POSITION? HAVE WE JUST COME TO A CONCLU—
SION, OR IS THIS THE CONCLUSION OF THE WORD OF GOD?7 IT IS NOT SO SIMPLE AS TO SAY, "WHAT DO
WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE MATTER?" FOR WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE MATTER MIGHT BE MANIFESTLY
WRONG! THEREFORE, WHAT WE NEED TO DO IS "TO THE LAW AND TO THE TESTIMONY"™ TO SEE WHAT THE
NEW TESTAMENT TEACHES CONCERNING THE OPERATION OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD IN CONVERSION. TURN
FIRST TO ROMANS 1:16, "FOR | AM NOT ASHAMED OF FHE GOSPEL OF CHRIST: FOR IT (SPEAKING OF
THE GOSPEL) 1S THE POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVATION, TO EVERYONE THAT BELIEVETH; TO THE JEW
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FIRST, AND ALSO TO THE GREEK." NOW WHEREIN 1S THE POWER OF GoD? PAUL SAID THAT THE FOWER
OF GOD IN CONVERTING MEN, THE PCWER OF GOD TO SAVE MEN BOTH JEW AND GREEK, AND THAT SIMPLY
MEANS ALL MEN, IS TO BE FOUND IN THE GOSPEL OR IN THE WORD OF GoD. TURN TO ACTS 17;:11,12,
"THESE WERE MORE NOBLE (SPEAKING OF THE BEREANS) THAN THOSE IN THESSALONICA, IN THAT THEY
RECEIVED THE WORD WiITH ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER
THOSE THINGS WERE SO. THEREFORE (AND HERE 1S AN IMPORTANT WORD)—NOW NOTICE WHAT HAS PRE-
CEEDED-—THEY RECEIVED THE WORD WITH ALL READINESS OF MIND, THEY SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES,
THE WORD, DAILY TO SEE WHETHER OR NOT THESE THINGS WERE SO), THEREFORE, MANY OF THEM BE-
LIEVED,” NOW TO WHAT IS THE CONVERTING POWER, THE POWER TO TURN THEM FROM UNBELIEF TO
BELIEF, TO WHAT IS THAT ATTRIBUTED? [T IS ATTRIBUTED TO THE WORD OF GoD, TURN To | CoRr-
INTHIANS 4:15, "FOR THOUGH YE HAVE TEN THOUSAND INSTRUCTORS IN CHRIST , YET HAVE YE NOT

MANY FATHERS: FDO IN CHRIST JESUS ] HAVE BEGOTTEN YoU (WHERE IS THE POWER) THROUGH THE
GOSPEL." JAMES f:18, "OF HIS OWN Wil.L BEGAT HE IS WITH THE WORD OF TRUTH, THAT WE SHGULD
BE A KIND OF FIRSTFRUITS OF HIS CREATURES." NOW How WERE WE BEGOTTEN? WITH THE WORD OF
TRUTH, MATTHEW 13:15, "FOR THIS PEOPLE'S HEART IS WAXED GROSS, AND THEIR EARS ARE DULL

OF HEARING, AND THEIR EYES THEY HAVE CLOSED; LEST AT ANY TIME THEY SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR
EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND SHOULD UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART, AND SHOULD BE
CONVERTED, AND | SHOULD HEAL THEM,.® NOW UPON WHAT WAS THE CONVERSION DEPENDENT? BEING
CONVERTED WAS DEPENDENT UPON HEARING, BEING CONVERTED WAS DEPENDENT UPON UNDERSTANDING,
BEING CONVERTED WAS DEPENDENT UPON SEEING, AND WITHOUT THESE THINGS THERE COULD HAVE BEEN
NO GONVERSION, IN FACT THAT WAS WHAT JESUS SAID, HE sAaib, "THEY WON'T SEE, THEY WON'T HEAR,
THEY WON'T UNDERSTAND, LEST i SHOULD CONVERT THEM," AS WE WILL SEE IN JUST A FEW MOMENTS,
iF THE THEORY OF THE DIRECT OPERATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WERE TRUE THEY WOULD HAVE NO CHOICE
IN THE MATTER, GOD WOULD GIVE THEM, IN THE LANGUAGE OF ONE OF THESE MEN, "THE SEEING EYE,
AND THE BELIEVING EAR,." THEY COULD NOT BISBELIEVE, AND THEY COULD NOT FAIL TO SEE. Now ALL
OF THESE PASSAGES, AND WE COULD ADD A NUMBER OF PASSAGES TO THEM DID TIME PERMIT AND WERE
IT NECESSARY, SHOW THAT THE CONVERTING POWER OF GOD IS CENTERED IN THE MESSAGE OF THE GOS—
PEL AND THAT IT WAS THE POWER OF THAT MESSAGE THAT TURNED MEN To GoOD.

BUT WITH THIS DOCTRINE OF THE DIRECT OPERATION OF THE SPIRIT, AS WITH SO MANY FALSE DOC—-
TRINES, THERE ARE PASSAGES IN THE BIBLE WHICH MAY BE PERVERTED, WHICH MAY BE TAKEN OUT OF
CONTEXT, WHICH MAY BE ARRAYED AGAINST OTHER PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE, WHICH CAN MAKE IT APPEAR
THAT THE BIBLE TEACHES THE DIRECT OPERATION OF THE SPIRIT, AND | THINK WE WOULD BE MOST UN-
FAIR IF WE WENT THROUGH A LESSON LIKE THIS WITHOUT LOOKING AT SOME OF THE PASSAGES WHICH
ARE USED TO SUBSTANTIATE THE DOCTRINE OF THE DIRECT OPERATION OF THE SPIRIT OF Gob. LET'S
LOOK AT SOME. ONE OF THEM IS IN ACTS 16:14, YOU ARE FAMILIAR WITH THIS CONTEET, [T SPEAKS
OF GOD'S:OPENING THE HEART OF L.YDIA. L.ET'S READ THE 14TH VERSE VERY CAREFULLY AND SEE HOW
iT WAS OPENED-—WHETHER BY A DIRECT CPERATION OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD OR THROUGH THE WORD.
TAND A CERTAIN WOMAN NAMED LYDIA, A SELLER OF PURPLLE, OF THE CITY OF THYATIRA, WHICH WOR-
SHIPPED GOD, HEARD US: WHOSE HEART THE LLORD OPENED, THAT SHE ATTENDED UNTO THE THINGS
WICH WERE SPOKEN OF PAUL" WHEN WE SEE THAT THE HEART OF L.YDIA WAS OPENED, WE OUGHT NOT
TO JUMP AT THE CONCLUSION THAT IT WAS OPENED BY A DIRECT OPERATION OF THE SPIRIT oF GOD,

FOR THE TEXT SAYS THAT IT WAS OPENED WHEN SHE HEARD AND SHE ATTENDED UNTO THE THINGS WHICH
WERE SPOKEN, JOHN 14:16,17, "AND | WiLL PRAY THE FATHER, AND HE SHALL GIVE YOU ANUTHER
COMFORTER, THAT HE MAY ABIDE WITH YOU FOR EVER; EVEN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH; WHOM THE
WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE, BECAUSE IT SEETH HIM NOT, NEITHER KNOWETH HIM: BUT YE KNOW:HIM;

FOR HE DWELLETH WITH YOU, AND SHALL BE IN YOU,." IN OTHER WORDS, HERE IS PROMISE THAT

THE SPIRIT OF GOD SHALL COME AND SHALL OPERATE DIRECTLY UPON PARTICULAR INDIVIDUALS AND
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WITH THIS | HAVE NO ARGUMENT BECAUSE IT IS THE TEACHING OF THE PASSAGE. BuUT THE QUESTICON IS
TO WHOM WAS THE PROMISE MADE? IF YOU WiLL CHECK THE CONTEXT YOU WILL DISCOVER THAT THE
PROMISE IN THIS PARTICULAR PASSAGE WAS TO THE APOSTLES AND TO THE APOSTLES ALONE. | HEAR
SOME OF MY BRETHREN SOMETIMES TALKING ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT AS A COMFORTER FOR CHRISTIANS
BUT THIS IS NOT THE CASE. THE ONLY TIME THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS EVER PROMISED AS A COM —~
FORTER WAS TO THE APOSTLES AND THE APOSTLES ALONE, AND WHEN WE USE THE PASSAGE TO SAY THAT
CHRISTIANS TODAY HAVE THE HoLyY SPIRIT AS A COMFORTER IN THE SENSE THAT IT WAS PROMISED TO
THE APOSTLES, WE ARE MISAPPLYING THE PASSAGE OF SCRIFPTURE, BUT THEN MORE IMPORTANT THAN
THIS 1S THE FACT THAT CONVERSION IS NOT EVER UNDER DISCUSSION IN THE CONTEXT AND iT WOULD BE
TERRIBLY DIFFICULT TO DISCOVER HOW THE SPIRIT IS GOING TO OPERATE IN CONVERSION WHEN YOU ARE
NOT READING A PASSAGE THAT EVEN DEALS WITH CONVERSION, | CORINTHIANS 3:6.. ™I HAVE PLANTED,
APOLLOS WATERED; BUT GOD GAVE THE INCREASE." THE CONCLUSION DRAWN IS THAT THE WORD IS
PREACHED, SOMEONE ELSE MAY HELP, BUT WHETHER OR NOT A MAN IS CONVERTED DEPENDS UPON A
DIRECT OPERATION OF GoD. "I PLANTED, APOLI.os,:WATERE:D. GOD GAVE THE INCREASE," BUT AGAIN
THIS IS A VERSE TAKEN OUT OF CONTEXT FOR WHAT PAUL IS SPEAKING OF HERE IN | .CORINTHIANS 3 IS
THE CHURCH AT CORINTH, AND PAUL IS SAYING, "l FOUNDED THE CHURCH, APOLLOS DIiD SOME WORK
THERE, BUT THANKS BE UNTO GOD THAT THE WORK WAS PROSPEROUS AND THE WORK GREW." HE IS NOT
TALKING ABOUT THE CONVERSION OF AN INDIVIDUAL , HE IS TALKING ABOUT THE GROWTH OF THE CORIN--
THIAN CHURCH, ACTS 10:44, "WHILE PETER YET SPAKE THESE WORDS, THE HoLY GHOST FELL ON
THEM WHICH HEARD THE WORD." HERE, OF COURSE, IN THE CONTEXT WE HAVE THE CONVERSION OF
CORNELIUS, AND WHILE PETER WAS SPEAKING, THE SPIRIT OF GOD DID OPERATE DIRECTLY UPON COR-
NEL.IUS AND HIS HOUSEHOLD SO THAT THEY SPOKE IN TONGUES. HERE IS THE ONLY EXAMPLE IN SCRIP-
TURE IN THE NEwW TESTAMENT WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD ORPERATED DIRECTLY UPCN AN UNCONVERTED
MAN. NOW THE QUESTION 1S, DID THE SPIRIT OF GOD COME ‘UPON CORNELIUS IMMEDIATELY, DIRECTLY,
IN ORDER TO CONVERT HIM, OR FOR SOME UTHER PURPOSE? THERE IS NO ARGUMENT BUT THAT THE SPi~
RIT CAME DIRECTLY, THE QUESTION IS WHY? WE OUGHT ALWAYS TO LET THE BIBLE ANSWER QUESTIONS
LIKE THIS, IF THE SPIRIT CAME UPON TREM IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT BE CONVERTED THEN THE APOS-
TLE PETER DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE SIGN, BECAUSE IN THE ELEVENTH CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF ACTS
AND IN THE FOURTEENTH VERSE OF THAT CHAPTER HE SPOKE OF THE COMMAND GIVEN TO HIM TO PREACH
WORDS UNTO CORNEL.IUS WHEREBY HE AND HIS HOUSE SHOULD BE SAVED. S0 PETER UNDERSTOOD THAT
IT WAS NOT TO BE THE DIRECT OPERATION OF THE SPIRIT, BUT THAT IT WAS TO BE THE WORD THAT HE
PROCLAIMED OF JESUS CHRIST WHICH WAS GOING TO SAVE CORNELIUS AND HIS HOUSEHOLD., THEN WHY
DID THE SPIRIT COME IF NOT TO CONVERT? | THINK VERSES 17 AND 18 CAN TELL US., PETER SAID HE
COULDN'T RESIST GOD WHEN THEY HAD RECEIVED THE SAME GIFT AS THE APOSTLES, AND THEN THEY
UNDERSTOOD THAT GOD HAD GRANTED UNTO THE GENTILES ALSO REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE, THERE IS

WHY THE SPIRIT APPEARED, THAT IS WHY THE SCRIFPTURE SAID THE SPIRIT CAME, HE DID NOT COME
TO CONVERT, BUT HE CAME TO CONVINCE PETER AND THE JEWS THAT THEY OUGHT THROUGH PREACH-

ING TO CARRY OUT THE GREAT COMMISSION AND PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE, BOTH JEW
AND GENTILE, 1 CORINTHIANS 2:14, "BUT THE NATURAL MAN RECEIVETH NOT THE THINGS OF THE
SPIRIT OF GOD; FOR THEY ARE FOOLISHNESS UNTO HIM: NEITHER CAN HE KNOW THEM, BECAUSE THEY
ARE SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED, Y THE NATURAL MAN DOESN'T RECEIVE THE SPIRIT OF GOD, BUT THE
DIRECT OPERATION COMES UPON OTHER INDIVIDUALS AND BY THIS HE IS SAVED, [S THAT WHAT PAUL

1S TEACHING HERE IN | CORINTHIANS 2:147 AGAIN THE CONTEXT SHOWS THAT CONVERSION IS NOT
UNDER DISCUSSION, HE IS TALKING ABCUT INSPIRATION, AND THE NATURAL MAN HERE IS NOT THE
UNCONVERTED MAN, THE NATURAL MAN IS THE UNINSPIRED MAN, AND THE NATURAL MAN IN THIS
CONTEXT MIGHT WELL HAVE BEEN A CHRISTIAN WHO WAS NOT INSPIRED DIRECTLY BY THE SPIRIT OF
Gopn. Acrs 5:31, "Him l-llATH GOD EXALTED WiTH HIS RIGHT HAND TO BE A PRINCE AND A SAVIOR,






