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QUR STUDY TONIGHT CENTERS AROUND THE THEME OF FAITH, | DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE
FOR US TO FIND A THEME WHICH IS MORE CENTRAL TO THE TEACHING OF THE WORD OF GOD RELATIVE T0
THE SALVATION OF MAN THAN THIS GREAT DOCTRINE OF FAITH., THoUGH | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT IN
EACH OF THESE OTHER LESSONS DEAL ING WITH THESE GENERAL THEMES THAT WE ARE DISCUSSING, | FEEL
THE NEED TO REPEAT THIS EVEMING THE ADMOMATION, THE EXHORTATION, TO REMEMBER THAT WE ARE NOT
SEEKING TO BE EXHAUSTIVE IN OUR STUDY. :.x.mn;u_v IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO PRESENT IN A LESSON
LIKE THIS ALL OF THE TEACHING OF THE BIBL ;c'pNCERNms FAITH, PARTICULARLY SINCE THE TEACHING OF
FAITH, THE FACT OF FAIlTH PERMEATES EVERY PORTJON OF SCRIPTURE FROM GENESIS To REVELATION BuT
I DO HOPE THAT IN THE COURSE OF OUR LESSON WE CAY PRESENT SOME THOUGHTS WHICH WILL HELP YOU TO
APPREC!ATE WHAT FAITH IS AND TO HELP YOU APPREC{*\T WHAT FAITH IS INTENDED TO DO IN THE LIFE OF
HIM WHO HAS IT IN THE LORO JESUS CHRIST, et

IT wouLD BE DIFFICULT | THINK TO OVERESTIMATE THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH AS IT STANDS IN THE EX~
BERIENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN. FIRST AND FOREMOST OF COURSE IN THE EXPERIENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN IS
THE TRUTH THAT WE ARE SAVED BY FAITH. (As | PRESENT THESE VARIOUS THOUGHT HERE, | AM GOING TO
MENTION SOME PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE. 1§ WILL NOT READ THEM BECAUSE IT WOULD SIMPLY MAKE THE
LESSON TOO LONG, BUT I WOULD SUGGEST THEM FOR YOUR FURTHER CONSIGERATION,) WE ARE SAVED BY
FAITH, ACTS 16.31, EPHESIANS 2:8. WE ARE ENRICHED WITH THE SPIRIT BY FAITH, GALATIANS 3514,
WE ARE SANCTIFIED BY FAITH, ACTS 26:18. As CHRISTIANS WE ARE KEPT BY FAITH, | PETER 1!5, Ro-
MANS 17320, AND WE SURMOUNT OUR DIFFICULTIES BY FAITH, ROMANS 4:18--21, HEBREWS 11:17-19,
27

BUT MOT ONLY WOULD IT BE IMPOSSIBLE TO OVERESTIMATE THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH AS [T RELATES
TO THE EXPERIENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN, IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIELE TO CVERESTIMATE THE IMPGRTANCE OF
FAITH AS ITS VALUE IS SEEN IN THE THOUGHTS OF ALMIGHTY GOD,. FOR INSTANCE WHEN WE THINK OF
FAITH AS IT EXISTS IN THE MIND OF GOD, THAT IS HIS CONSIDERATION OF FAITH WITHIN THE INDIVIDUAL,
WE DISCOVER THAT FAITH IS NECESSARY Il ORDER TO PLEASE GoD., HEBREWS 11:6. WE KNOW THAT GoD
REGARDS UNBELIEF AS THE GREATEST OF SINS, JOHN 16:9, ROMANS 14:23, WE KNOW THAT UNBELIEF
PUTS A LIMITATION UPON THE EXERCISE OF THE POWER OF GOD AND, THAT WHERE UNBELIEF EXiSTS, GOD
1S NOT ABLE TC SHOW FORTH HIS POWER AS HE OTHERWISE MIGHT DO, MARK 6:5,6.

IT WCOULD ALSO BE IMPOSSIBLE TO OVERESTIMATE THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH AS WE LOOK AT ITS PLACE
IN CHRISTIAN SERVICE, FAITH, ACCORDING TO JOHN 7:38, MAKES US A CONSTAMNT BLESSING TO OTHER PE0Q
PILE, ACCORDING TO MARK 2:3-5 IT LEADS US TO PUT FORTH AN EFFCRT ON BEHALF OF OTHER INDIVIDUALS
ACCORDING 70 MATTHEW 15:238, FAITH INDUCES PERSEVERANCE AND SERVICE,

WRILS WE HAVE PRESENTED THEM IN ORDER THAT, SEEING THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH, WE MIGHT CESIRE
TO KHOW JUST EXACTLY WHAT FAITH iS, THAT WE MIGHT DESIRE TO HAVE A FIRM DEFINITION, THAT WE MIGt"
HAVE A FULLER UNDERSTANDING OF THIS WORD WHICH DESCRIZES A QUALITY WHICH IS 50 PRECIOUS IN THE

EXPERIENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN, SO NECESSARY IN THE MIND OF GDD, AND S0 VITAL TO THE CHRIST EXPER!:
ENCE AND SERVICE,
NHAT DO WE MEAN BY THE TERM FAITH? THE TERM “FAITH" IS5 NCT USED IN THE SCRIFTURZ EVERY TIME

IN THE SAME SENSE, [N FACT, THERE ARE 4T LEAST THI WAYS [N WHICH THE WOoRD “"FAITH'
USEDR, FOR PURPOSES OF DEFINITION, WE MIGHT REFERTO THESE THREE USES OF "FAITH" AS THE OBJECTIVE
YSE, THE SUBJECTIVE USE, AND THE PRACTICAL USE, NoOwW THE OBJECTIVE USE OF THE TERM "FAITH" REFERS
TO THAT SYSTEM OF DOCTRINE WHICH CAME BY AND IS RELATED To JEsus CHRIST., AS AN EXAMPLE Of

USE, WE TURN TO ACTS 627, AND WE READ, “"THE P IENT TO THE FAITH, " Dow THIS ¢
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COMPANY OF PRIESTS WAS NOT OBEDIENT TO THEIR PERSONAL FAITH. THEY DID NOT GET A FAITH AND
THEN OBEY THE DICTATES OF THAT FAITH, BUT RATHER THEY LOOKED AT THE FAITH OR THE SYSTEM OF
DOCTRINE WHICH WAS RELATED TO JEsus CHRIST AND THEN THEY OBEYED THE THINGS THAT THE DOC—
TRINE OF CHRIST DICTATED, THIS IS THE OBJECTIVE USE, [T REFERS SIMPLY TO THE SYSTEM OF D0C--
TRINE THAT IS RELATED TC, IS IN CONNECTION WITH, JESUS CHRIST,

THE SUBJECTIVE USE TALKS OF MY PERSONAL FAITH, THE SUBJECTIVE USE SPEAKS OF THE FAITH WHiC
IS IN THE INDIVIDUAL, FOR ILLUSTRATION, WE FIND IN ROMANS 10:17 THAT, "S0O WHEN FAITH COMETM BY
HEARING, AND HEARING BY THE WORD OF GOD, " WRICH 1S TO SAY THAT MY FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST, MY Pii-
SONAL FAITH THAT HE IS I_-ORD AND SAVIOR, IS RELATED TO THE KNOWLEDGE THAT IS REVEALED OF HIM [N
His WORD,

THE PRACTICAL USE OF THE TERM "FAITH" REFERS TD OBSDIENCE UNTO THE FAITH, [T SPEAKS OF THE
PRACTICAL EXPRESSION OF FAITH, FOR ILLUSTRATION, WE TURN TO HEBREWS 13:7 AND IN THAT VERSE
WE FIND A REFERENCE MADE TO THE ELDERS AND iNSTRUCTION TO THE CONGREGATION THAT THEY “IMITATE
THEIR FAITH, " NOW THE TERM FAITH THERE STANDS FOR THE PRACTICAL EXPRESSION OF THE FAITH OF
THE ELDERS, NOT PARTICULARLY THEIR PERSONAL FAITH, FOR WE ARE NOT TO IMITATE ANOTHER PERSONAL
FAITH, WE ARE TO DERIVE CUR FAITH FROM THE WORD OF GOD, BUT WE ARE YO IMITATE THE EXPRESSION
OF THAT FAITH AS THEY LIVE THAT FAITH IN THEIR LIVES, S0 IT CAN BE USED TO REFER TC AN EXPRESSICH
OF FAITH AS SEEN IN THE OBEDIENCE THAT WAS RENDERED THROUGH THE SYSTEM OF DOCTRINE THAY CAME
8y Jesus CHRIST,

NOW IN OUR LESSOM TOMIGHT WE ARE ELIMINATING TWO OF THESE USES., WE ARE NOT GOING TO 100K

AT THE SYSTEM OF DOCTRINE THAT CAME BY JESuUS CHRIST, YWE ARE NOT LOOKING YONIGHT AT THE PRAC-
TICAL EXPRESSION OF FAITH ON THE FART OF A CHRISTIAN WHICH MAY BE REFERRED TO AS OBEDIENCE OF
THE FAITH, WE ARE LOOKING AT THE PERSONAL FAITH THAT A CHRISTIAN HAS IN JESUS CHRIST AS THE
SoN oF Gob,

BUT HERE AGAIN WE MUST ASK THE QUESTION, "\WHEN WE SPEAK OF PERSONAL FAITH, WHAT DO WE MEA
How DO WE DEFINE FAITH?" | AM CERTAIN THAT WHEN WE ASK FOR A DEFINITION OF FAITH, TRAT THE Fin
PASSAGE THAT COME TO OUR MINDS 1S HEBREWS 1111, "Now FAITH 1S THE SUBSTANCE OF THINGS HOPE FC
THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN." BUT OUR PROBLEM HERE IS THAT THIS IS NOT REALLY A DEFINITION
oF FAITH, HEDREWS 11:1 WAS NEVER INTEMDED TO BE A DICTIONARY DEFINITION OF WHAT CONSTITUTES
FAITH, IT 1S A DESCRIPTION OF FAITH, LET ME ILLUSTRATE, IN JAMES 1.27 WE FIND JAMES MAKING THE
STATEMENT, *PURE RELIGION AND UNDEFILED BEFORE GOD AND THE FATHER 1S THIS, TO VISIT THE FATH.

E53 AND WIDOWS IN THEIR AFFLICTION, AND TO KEEP HIMSELF UNSPOTTED FROM THE WORLD." Mow Jamcs
IN THAT PASSAGE WAS NOT GIVING A DEFINITION, AN EXHAUSTIVE DEFINITION, OF PURE AND UNDEFILED RE-
LiGION, RATHER HE WAS GIVING A DESCRIPTION OF PURE AND UNDEFILED RELIGION AS IT IS EVIDENCED N
THE LIFE OF THE CHILD OoF GoD, IN 1 JOHN 4:8 WE FIND THE SIMPLE STATEMENT, "GOD IS LOVE, " BUT

HEN JOHN SAID, "GOD iS LovE, ™ JOHN WAS NOT GIVING A DEFINITION OF GoD, JOHN S GIVING A DE-
SCRIPTION OF ONE OF THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD, THE SAME IS TRUE IN HEBREWS 11,1, WE DON'YT HAVE
A DEFINITION OF FAITH, WE HAVE A DESCRIPTION OF FAITH, |F THEN WE SEEK A DEFINITION OF FAITH,

HERE SHALL WE FiND iT? THE SURPRISING ANSWER IS THAT WE DO MOT FiMD IT IN THE WORD OF Gob.
WE FIND THE EVIDENCE WHICH BY WHICH WE MAY MAKE A DEFINITION, BUT WE DO NOT FiMD ANY PASSAGE
DEFINES FAITH AS SUCH, | THINK PERHAPS ONE OF THE BEST DEFINITIONS THAT WE MIGHT GIVE IS THAT
"FAITH IS THE GOING OUT OF THE HEART FROM ITSELF AND ITS RESTING ON COD iN CONFIDENT TRUST FOR
ALL GOOG," NOW LET ME REPEAT THAT AND YOU LISTEN CAREFULLY., "FAITH IS THE GOING OUT OF THE

HEART FROM SELF, AND i7'S RESTING O GOD IN CONFIDENT TRUST FOR ALL GOOD.,"” THIS CEFINITION BE-
COMES PARTICULARLY MEANINGFUL WHEN WE APPLY 1T IN THE LIVES OF SINFUL MEN, BUT WHEN WE SPEAI:
OF THE RELIANCE OF THE HEART UPON GOD, THE CONFIDENT TRUST IN GOD FOR THE SUPPLYIMG OF ALL THA:
i3 GOOD, IN RELATION TO SINFUL MEN, WE ARE SPEAKING OF THE RELIANCE THAT SINFUL MANMN KAS UPCH
GODB FOR THE SUPPLYING OF THAT GREATEST GOOD THAT GCD CAll BESTOW—-THE FORGIVENESS OF SilNS AND
THE RECEPTION OF THE SINNER INTO THE BOSOM OF &0D,

BUT NOW AS WE LOCK AT THIS PERSONAL FAITH, AS WE LOOK AT THIS GOING CUT OF THE HEART !N RE-
LIANCE LPOM GOD N CONFIDENT TRUST THAT GOD WILL SUPPLY ALL GOCOD, WE SOMETIMES iSAKE A MiS-
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ELEMENTS AND LOOKING AT ANY ONE OF THEM AND SAYING HERE 1S FAITH, HERE IS FAITH, AND HERE isS
FAITH, NOW WHILE iT 1S TRUE THAT THERE ARE AT LEAST THREE DIFFERENT SEGMENTS THAT GO TO MAKE
A VALID PERSONAL FAITH, IT 1S ALSO TRUE THAT THERE IS NO VALID FAITH UNTIL ALL THREE CF THESE

ELEMENTS ARE PRESENT, VWHAT ARE THEYT 1., THERE IS AN INTELLECTUAL ELEMENT WHICH ENTERS
INTC PERSONAL FAITH. THIS INCLUDES A BELIEF IN THE REVELATION OF GOD, REVELATION OF GOD AS
IT 1S SEEN IN NATURE, THE REVELATION OF GOD AS IT 1S GIVEN IN THE HISTORICAL ACTS OF SCRIPTURE——

ALL QOF THE DOCTRINZS THAT ARE TAUGHT IN THE WCRD OF GOD RELATING TQO MAN'S SINFULNESS, TO THE
REDEMPTION GF GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST , TO THE CONDITIONS FOR SALVATICH, TO THE BLESSINGS

THAT GOD IS GOING TO BESTOW, AND ALL OF THE THINGS THAT HE HAS PROMISED TO GIVE UNTO HiS CHILD~
REN, THIS IS AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT. FOR UNLESS CNE COMES FIRST OF ALL TO THE POINT WHERE HE BE-
LIEVES THAT JESUS IS THE SoN OF GOD, UNLESS HE COMES FIRST OF ALL TO THE POINT WHERE HE BELIEVES
THAT JESUS 1S GOD INCARNATE, IN THE FLESH, THEN HE IS NOT PREPARED TO PROCEED TQ THE OTHER ELE-
MENTS THAT WILL MAKE THIS ONE VAL!D, ON THE PART OF MANY INDIVIDUALS THIS INTELLECTUAL ELE-
MENT OF FAITH IS GREATLY DESPAIRED. BUT iT QUGHT NCT TO BE, FOR THIS ELEMENT OF FAITH IS ESSEN-
TIAL TO THE OTHER TWO., ONE CANNOT HAVE A VALID FAITH, ONE CAMNOT HAVE, TO USE A CCMMON, TERM,
A SAVING FAITH, UNLESS HE DOES BELIEVE IN ALL OF THE HMISTORICAL AND SPIRITUAL FACTS CONCERNING
JESUS AND HIS NATURE AS THEY ARE SET FORTH iN THE WORD oF GOD.

WHEN ONE HAS THE INTELLECTUAL ELEMENT OF FAITH, HE RIAY THEN HAVE THE EMOTIONAL ELEMENT OF
FAITH. THIS HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS BEING "THE AWAKENING CF THE SOUL TO ITS PERSONAL NEEDS AND
TO THE PERSONAL APPLICABILITY OF THE REDEMPTION PROVIDED IN CHRIST TOGETHER WITH AN IMMEDIATE
ASSENT TO THESE TERMS." IN OTHER WORDS, ALL WE ARE SAYING CONCERNING THE EMOTIONAL ELEMENT
OF FAITH IS THAT IT IS AT THIS POINT THAT ONE REALIZES THAT WHAT HE HAS ACCEPTED INTELLECTUALLY--
THAT HE 1S A SINNER IN NEED OF A SAVIOR--1S APPLICABLE UNTO HIM, AND THAT HE IS LOST WITHOUT JESU -
CHRIST. IT IS IN THIS PARTICULAR ELEMENT—-THE EMOTIONAL ELEMENT OF FAITH~--TRAT TCO MUCH EMPHA -
SIS HAS SOMETIMES BEEN PLACED, WHILE IT 1S A CONSTITUENT ELEMENT OF FAITH, IT OUGHT NOT TO BE.
AND IT MUST NEVER BE, REGARDED AS BEING THE ONLY OR THE MAJOR ELEMENT, THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO
HAVE TOC GREAT A DEGREE OF EMOTIOM IN THEIR FAITH TEND TO BE AMONG VHCSE WHO ARE TOO QUICK TO
SACKSLIDE AND WHO ARE IN CONSTANT FEELING OF A NEED TQ BE SAVED AGAIN AND AGAIN AND AGAIN, [T ic
AN UNSTABLE FAITH WHEN THE EMOTIONAL ELEMENT CF FAITH IS THE PREDOMINENT ELEMENT IN PERSONAL
FAITH.

THEN, THERE IS A THIRD ELEMENT. THIS WE MIGHT CALL VOLUNTARY ELEMENT, THE VOLUNTARY ZLE-
MENT OF FAITH 1S THE LOGICAL OUTGROWTH OF THESE FIRST TWe, WHEN A MAN ACCEPTS THE TRUTH OF THE
SCRIPTURE THAT JESUS IS INDEED THE SoN OF GOD, AND WHEN IN THE SECOND STATE HE REALIZES THAT
THESE TRUTHS ARE APPLICABLE TO HIM AND THAT HE NEEDS THE SAVIOR, THEN THE THIRD STEP, THE LOGi-
CAL STEP, IS5 FOR HiM TO TAKE THE PROPER STEPS TC APPRCPRIATE WHAT JESUS HAS TO OFFER UNTO HIM-
SELF. FEACH PRECEEDING ELEMENT OF FAITH LOGICALLY LEADS TO THE NEXT AND THE FIRST TWO ARE L.OG!-
CALLY CULMINATED IMN THIS THIRD, OR VOLUNTARY, GR SOME REFER TO IT AS THE DY¥NAMIC., ELEMENT OF
FAITH WHERE ONE APPROPRIATES TO HIMSELF THE BLESSINGS OF THAT WHICH KE KAS COME TO BELIEVE, |
IS THIS CONHCERT OF FAITH THAT IS USED IMN SCRIPTURE WHEN, FOR INSTANCE N ROMANS 5, WE READ THAT
WE ARE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH. IT IS THIS CONCEPT OF FAITH THAT IS USED IN EPHESIANS 2.8 WHEN THE
SCRIPTURE SAYS, "FOR BY GRACE ARE YE SAVED THROUGH FAITH." [T IS THIS CONCEPT THAT WE CAN HAVE
IN MIND, THAT WE MUST HAVE IN MIND, WHEN WE SPEAK OF FAITH THAT SAVES. IT IS NOT SIMPLY THE
INTELLECTUAL ASSENT TO ITEMS OF BELIEF., IT IS NOT SIMPLY THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THESE JTEMS
VHICH | BELIEVE APPLY TO IE, A SAVING FAITH OCCURS WHEN A MAN WITH THIS KNOWLEDGE oF JESUS,
BELIEVING THAT HE NMEEDS J=Zsus CHRIST, REACHES OUT IN AN EXPRESSION OF THAT FAITH AND LAYS HOLD
oN JEsus CHRIST AS KIS LLORD, WE CAN SAY OF MO MAN, "HE 15 SAVED, ¥ UHTIL HIS FAITH iS EXERCISEDR
iM A VOLUNTARY APPROFPRIATION OF THE WORI OF JESUS CHRIST UNTO HIMSELF . WHEMEVER THE SCRiP-
TURE SAYS WE ARE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH, THIS IS WHAT THE SCRIFTURE MEANS,

As MEMBERS oF THE N.T . CHURCH WE NEED TO LEARM THE LESSON THAT WE ARE SAVEDR BY FAITH--
THIS KIND OF FAITH. WE HAVE SO FAR REACTED AGAINST THE ERRONEOUS TEACHING OF SOME THAT WE
AFE SAVED BY FAITH ALONE, THAT WE HAVE REACHED THE POINT WHERE IT SEEMS HARD TO BELIEVE THAT
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MAN IS SAVED BY FAITH, PERIOD! (ONE EXTREME iS JUST AS WRONG AS THE OTHER, JWHEN WE REACH TH
POINT THAT WE CANNOT PREACH AS PAUL PREACHED, WHEN WE REACH THE POINT “HAT WE CAN'T STAND UP
AND SAY, "BY GRACE ARE YE SAVED THROUGH FAITH" WITHOUT MAKING SOME KIND OF ADDITIONAL EXELA -
TION SO THAT WE NOT QFFEND SOME BRETHREM, THEN WE HAVE OVER—-REACTED, WE HAVE SONE TOO FAR,
AND WE HAVE NEGATED ONE OF THE GREAT CONCEPTS TAUGHT IN THE WORD OF GUOD BECAUSE WE HAVE FAILLD
TO UNDERSTAND. PAUL SA!D WE ARE SAVED BY FAITH AND EVERYBODY WHO HAS EVER BEEN SAVED WAS 27
BY FAITH AND IF YOU ARE SAVED TONIGHT, 'YOU ARE SAVED BY FAITH AND NOT BY ANYTHING ELSE,

HOW SHALL WE THIMNK OF FAITH AS I7 IS RELATED TO MANT HOW SHALL WE THINK OF FAITH AS iT is
BORN, AS IT CCMES INTO THE HEART OF MANT THERE ARE SEVERAL CONSIDERATIONS THAT ARE NECESSARY
1. FAITH IS BORN OF NEED, UNTIL A MAN REALIZES THAT THERE IS A NEED IN HIS LIFE, UNTIL MAN iS
MADE TO REALIZE THAT HE IS A SINNER, THAT HE IS LOST, THAT HE IS HOPELESS, THAT HE [S UNDONE,
THAT HE MEEDS SOMETHING THAT NEITHER HE NOR ANY OTHER MAN CAN SUPPLY, HE WILL NEVER HAVE ANY
FAITH IN JEsusS CHRIST, THAT'S THE REASON THAT IN QUR DAY FAITH IS SUCH A PRECIOUS COMMGODITY,
FOR IN QUR AGE WHERE MEN SPEAK OF MEN'S ACCOMPLISHMENTS, iN OUR AGE WHEN THE KNOWLEDGE OF M
IS EXPANDING AT A TREMENDGUS RATE, DOUBLING EVERY 7 TO 15 YEARS DEPENDING UPON THE ESTIMATE YO
GET, WHEN MAN IS SENDING MISSLES AND MEN AROUND THE MCON, WHEN MAN IS TALKING ABOUT LANDING O
THE MOON, WHEN MAN HAS BECOME ENAMORED OF HIS INTELLEGENCE AND HIS OWN ABILITIES SO THAT HE U
REACHED THE POINT WHERE HE SAYS, "l CAN DO IT ALL AND | DON'T HAVE NEED OF ANYTHING. "™ WE HAVE A
SITUATION WHICH iS NOT CONDUCIVE TO FAITH, MAN BELIEVES THAT WHAT HE CAN'T DO CAN'T BE DONE Al
ANYTHING MAN -CAN'T SAVE CAN'T BE SAVED, BUT MAM NEENS TO LEARN THE LESSON THAT THERE IS A HECU
WHICH HE CANNOT SURPLY, THAT THERE IS SOMETHING LACKING WHICH MAN CANMNOT FILL WITH ALL OF HIS
INGENUITY. THAT THERE IS SOMETHING MISSING THAT MAN CANNOT GIVE UNTO HIMSELF, NCR CAN HE BUvY
IT ANYWHERE, UNTIL THEN THERE WILL BE AN ABSENCE OF FAITH. THIS IS THE GREAT TASK THAT FACES
ANYONE WO PREACHES THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST. THE GREAT DIFFICULTY | FACE I8 NOT TO GET MEM
TC BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS THE SoN oF GOD, THGOUGH IN THIS AGE OF SKEPTICISM IT MAY BE A LITTLE
MORE DIFFICULT. THE GREAT PROELEM | FACE IS NOT EVEN TO GET MEN TO BE IMMERSED INTC JESUsS
CHRIST FOR WHEN THEY HAVE FAITH, THAT WILL NATURALLY BE AN EXPRESS!IOM OF 1T, MY PROBLEM 15
TC GET MEN TO SEE THAT THERE 1S A NEED WHICH WILL LEAD THEM TO HAVE A FAITH iN JEsus CHRIST AS
THE SON OoF GOD WHO ALONE CAN SUPPLY THE NEED OF THEIR SouLs, FAITH IS BORN OF NEED AND UNTIL
YOU FEEL THERE 1S A NEED THAT ONLY JESUS CAN SUPPLY, JUST THAT LONG YOUR FAITH IN HIM IS GCING
TO BE LIMITED, y

2, FAITH IN MAN 1S RELATED TO XKNOWILEDGE, THE KNOWLEDGE THAT MAN HAS OF HiM N WHOM THAT
FAITH 1S HELD, THERE ARE THOSE IN CUR DAY WHO SAY THAT FAITH AMD KNOWLELGE ARE REALLY UNRE-
LATED AND THAT | MAY HAVE FAITH IN A MAN, IN JESUS FOR INSTANCE, WITHOUT ANY KMNOWLEDGE CF His
LIFE OR IN SPITE OF THE KNOWLEDGE THAT | POSSESS. AND THEREFORE, IT DOESH'T REALLY MAKE ANY
DIFFERENCE WHAT KNCWLEDGE WE HAVE OF JESUS WHETHER THE KNOWLEDGE IS THAT HE WAS TRUTHFUL A
HOMEST, OR WHETHER THE KNOWLEDGE S THAT HE WAS A DECEIVER OF THE PEOPLE AND LED PEQOPLE AST
MAKING THEM BELIEVE THAT HE WAS THE SON OF GonR, THE IDEA IS THAT IN SPITE OF WHAT KNCWLEDGE
WE POSSESS OF JESUS HERE, WE CAN STILL WAVE FAITH iN JEsus CHRIST, BUT THIS 1S NOT S0, FAITE
IS RELATED TO KNOWLEDGE AND MY FAITH 1S DEPENDENT UPON THE KNOWLEDGE THAT | /E OF THE MATLURES
AND THE CHARACTER OF JESUS CHRiST. | TRIMNK WE CAM SEE THAT. ET'S SUPP( THAT § HAVE SOME
MOMEY THAT | WiSH TO INVEST AND YOU SEE ME WALKING DOWN THE STREET AND ¥Y2U ASK ME WHER
GOING ANR | TELL YoU | AM GOING OVER HERE TO SEE MR, S0-AHD-S0, | HAVE SOME MONEY TO IMVEST
AND | WANT TO INVEST IT WITH HiM, YOU LOOK AT ME RATHER STARTLED AND ASK, "BuT DIDN'T vOU
KNOW THAT MR, S0-AND~SO WAS THE MAN WHO JUST LAST YEAR OR JUSY TEN YEARS ACO '"WAS N SUSH-
AND-SUC!H A COMMUNITY AND HE BILKED THEM OUT OF THEIR SAVINGS? DON'T YOU KNOW THAT HE IS A
DECEIVER OF THE PEOPLET HOW CAN YOU HAVE ANY TRUST IN HIMT
LIKE THAT?"” AND | RESPGND, "WELL, KNOWLEDGE OF A THING LIKE THATT" AND | RESPOND, "WELL,
KNOWLEDGE OF A THIN.: LIKE THAT IS REALLY UNRELATED TO FAITH., FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE ARE JUST
NOT TO BE CONSIDERED AS iN THE SAME BALLGAME, AND THE IMPORTANT THING IS THAT | SIMPLY TRUST
HiM, AND IF 'VE GOT TRUST, THEM | DON'T NEED TO WORRY ACSOUT GOIHG BACK AND RAKING UP ALL CF

HoW CAN YCuU HAVE FAITH 1l A MANM
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HIS PAST AND BEING CONCERNED ABOUT HIS FINANCIAL SHENANIGANS 1M DAYS GONE BY." WEIiL, NOW, IF

I HAD MONEY TO INVEST AND IF | THOUGHT LIKE THAT, YOU CAN REST ASSURED THAT ERE LONG | WOULD BE
PLACED UNDER GUARDIANSHIP AND THAT THOSE WHO THEN HAD CHARGE OF CARING FOR MY FINANCIAL WEL—
FARE WOULD BE MEN WHO HAD BETTER SENSE,. BUT THE TRAGEDY OF OUR DAY 1S THAT WHEN MEN TALK ABOU~
JESUS LIKE THAT SAVING THAT IT REALLY DOESN'T MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE WHETHER WE HAVE KNOWLEDGE OR
WHAT KIND OF KNOWLEDGE WE HAVE, INSTEAD OF BEING PUT UNDER GUARDIANSHIP THEY ARE USUALLY GIVEN
IMPORTANT TEACHING POSITIONS IN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARYS. | WOULD SUGGEST THAT THEY ALSO NEED TO
BE PUT UNDER GUARDIANSHIP., FAITH IS RELATED TO KNOWLEDGE AND FAITH 1S DEPENMDENT URPCHN THE KNOW-
LEDGE THAT I HAVE IN HIM UPON WHOM THAT FAITH IS RESTING,

3. FAITH IS RELATED To WiLL, WE BELIEVE JUST ABOUT WHAT WE WANT TO BELIEVE, WE TALK ABOUT
EVIDENCE, AND EVIDENCE OF FAITH 1S A WONDERFUL THING, EVIDENCE OF FAITH (S A NECESSARY THING, BuT
MANY OF THE THINGS WE BELIEVE, WE BELIEVE NOT BECAUSE OF EVIDENCE BUT IN SPITE OF EVIDENCE, |
READ JUST RECENTLY OF A MAN WHO, WHEN HE WAS A STUDENT AT PRINCETON UNIVERSITY, WENT TO A PAR-
TY AND THERE AT THE PARTY THERE WAS A MAGICIAN, THEZ MAGICIAN CALLED FOR SOCME VOLUNTEERS FROM
THE AUDIENCE, THEY CAME UP AND THE MAGICIAN HANDED THEM A LITTLE BLACK BGX, ANO HE GOT THE
TWO PEOPLE AND HE SAID, “Now, YOU PUT YOUR HANDS ON THE SIDES OF THIS BOX." THE MASICIAN PUT
HIS TWC HANDS ON THE REMAINING SI!DES AND WHILE THEY HELD THE BOX. THE BOX DISAPPEARED——IT WAS
JUST GONE, AND HIS QUIERY WAS, "D0 YOU SELIEVE THAT | BELIEVE THERE 1S A MAN ON THE PRINCETON
CAMPUS WHO MAKES LITTLE BLACK BOXES DISAPPEAR?" HE SAID, “No, | DON'T BELIEVE IT! WHAT WOULD
HAPPEN TC OUR WORLD IF THERE WERE A MAN WHO COULD MAKE LITTLE BLACK BOXES OR SOMEYHING ELSE
DISAPPEART WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO OUR CONCEPTS OF NATURE AND WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TC THE DEPENDA-
BILITY OF THE WORLD OF WHICH WE ARE A PART? No, ! DON'T BELIEVE IT."Y "WHY?" HE SAlD, “BECAUSE
! DON'T WANT TO BELIEVE IT)" WHEN WE GET RIGHT DCWN TO THE BASIS OF iT, VERY OFTEN THIS IS THE
FOUNDATION UPON WHICH FAITH IS BUILT, EiTHER OUR DESIRE TO BELIEVE OR OUR DESIRE NOT 'TO BELIEVE,
AND WHEN WE SAY THAT FAITH IS SIMPLY A MATTER OF EVIDENCE, MEANING BY THAT THAT FAITH IS A MAT—-
TER OF EVIDENCE ONLY, WE MISUNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF FAITH, FAITH IS NOT A MATTER OF EVIDENCE
ONLY, FAITH 1S ALSO A MATTER OF THE ViLL,

BUT NOW THE IMPORTANT THING 1S FAITH AS IT IS RELATED TO SALVATION, MAY ! SUGGEST FOUR POINT:”
1. FAITH HAS A SOURCE, ROMANS 10:17, "FAITH COMES BY HEARING." IN THE CONTEXT PAUL HAD BEE:
SPEAKING OF THAT WHICH WAS PREACHED, AND HE REACHED THE END OF THIS DISCUSSION IN THE 17TH VERSE
WHERE HE sSAiD, "FAITH COMES BY HEARING." THE SCRIPTURE, THE WORD oF GOD, 1S THE SOURCE OF
CHRISTIAN FAITH, THE SCRIPTURE, THE WCRD OF GOD, DISCLOSES THE NEEDS OF MAN, THE SCRIPTURE,
THE JWNORD OF GOD, STATES THE PROMISES THAT GOD MAKES TO MAN, THE SCRIPTURE, THE WORD oF Gon
INDICATES THE CONDITIONS WITH WHICH MAN MUST COMPLY IF HE IS TO REZEIVE THE BLESSINGS THAT ARE
THERE DESCRISED, THE SCRIPTURE, THE ANCRD OF GOD, IS THE ONLY SCURCE WE HAVE IN \WWHICH THOSE
BLESSINGS ARE FOUND, § KNOW THERE ARE SCME WHO SAY, "WELL , THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENT FAITES,
AND IT DOESN'T MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE WHAT A MAN BELIEVES AS LONG AS HE IS HONEST, AS LONG AS HE
IS SINCERE. " BUT THIS DOES NOT ACCORD WITd THE TEACHING OF SoD's Hory WerD, IN ESHESIANS 4:4
WE READ WHAT WE SOMET!MES REFER TO AS THE 7 UNITIES OF FAITH OR THE 7 UMITIES OF THE SPIRIT,
AMONG THESE UNITIES THERE STANDS THAT GREAT ORE, "THERE 1S ONE FAITH." ONE FAITH, NOT A MuL-
TIPLICITY OF FAITHS, NOT YOUR FAITH, NOT MY FAITH, NOT SOMEBODY ELSES FAITH, BUT THERE IS ONE
FAITH WHICH IS REVEALED IN THE WORD oF Gon, MAY | SUGGEST THAT IF A MAN BELIEVES THERE iS MORE
THAN ONE FAITH, THEN LOGICALLY HE HAS NO ARGUMENT AT ALL WITH THE HINDU WHO BELIEVES THERE iS
MORE THAN ONE GOD, FOR THE SAME PASSAGE SAYS "THERE 1S ONE Gon.™ IF | OR ANYONE ELSE HAS A

RIGHT TO IGNCRE THE ONE FAITH, THEN THE HINDU HAS THE RIGHT TO !GNORE THE OME GoD., THESE THINGS
(FA1TH £ND SOD), STAND OR FALL TOGETHER WITH ALL OF THE OTHER UNITIES, [F THEREZ CAlt BE MORE THA!
ONE OF ANY SINGLE CHE OF THEM, THERE CAN BE MORE THAN ONE OF AMY OF THEM, AND WE HAVE LOST BiB-
LICAL CONCEPT OF THE TRUE AND LIiVING GoD, WE HAVE LOST THE FACT THAT THERE IS ONE L.0RD, THE
FORE, THE FACT THAT THERE 1S ONE SAVIOR AND WE MAY DEPEND UPON ANYTHING OR UPON WHOMSOEVER Wi
WILL IN ORDER TO BE SAVED, THERE 1S ONE FAITH, IN1 CORINTHIANS 2:5 PAUL SAID THAT HE DID NOT
WANT THE FAITH OF THESE CORINTHIAN BRETHREN TO STAND IN THE WISDOM OF MEN. L.ET NOT THAT BE
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THE SOURCE OF YCUR FAITH, BUT LET IT STAND IN TI
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